Respiratory viruses are certainly the most common viruses infecting humans. Thanks to the availability of modern molecular screening these viruses are frequently recovered in the upper or the lower respiratory tract of hospitalized patients. It is thus important to understand not only the epidemiology but also the potential clinical impact of these agents. Across all population studied the most frequent viruses are the so-called common cold viruses like rhinoviruses and coronaviruses. What is the real impact of these viruses, are they innocent bystanders? Are these viruses causing respiratory symptoms and lower respiratory tract infections? The biological and clinical diversity of viral respiratory diseases will be reviewed as well as the epidemiology and the clinical consequences of these infections in transplant recipients. Large cohorts studies conducted in lung transplant recipients will be presented. The potential available treatment interventions in transplant recipients will also be discussed.
